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Contemporary Trends of the Perception of Fairness in Japan:

Secondary Analysis of Survey Data from 1975 to 1995

MABUCHI, Ryogo

Following findings are brought by secondary analysis of various
surveys on the perception of fairness which have been carried out in
Japan.

1) Those who think Japanese society is unfair increase in the last
few years of 1980’s, and decrease from 1990 to 1995 in Japan.

2) The percentage of those who think Japanese society is unfair
correlates to an economic boom. The percentage increases in boom,
and decreases in recession. The reason is inferred as below: Though
people inflate their needs in boom economy, the needs are not
necessarily fulfilled. In such a situation, people tend to evaluate
the society as unfair.

3) Self-interest hypothesis is likely to be suitable for male, and
information quantity hypothesis for female

4) Though respondent’s educational attainment correlates to a
sense of fairness, the relation in most cases is not found under
controlling the other variables

Questionnaires of surveys referred to are added as appendixes in
the end of this paper.
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