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2

5

WVS 1981 1997 16

1 3

2 3

223

12)

2 ISSP

ISSP93
V13-V22, V24-V28, V41-V53, 

V56, V57 30

V57 6

ISSP94
V4-V14, V19-V27, V29-V33,

V42-V44 28

ISSP95

V9-V13, V22-V27, V38-V45, 

V47-V52, V70, V71 

            27

ISSP96
V16-V35, V46-V54, V57-V59 

32

ISSP97

V4-V11, V13-V26, V31, 

V35-V45, V50-V53, V55-V59 

43

ISSP98
V22, V25-V31, V36, V44-V49

15

V12-V15
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3 WVS

WVS1 

V64, V65, V66, V123, V190, V192, V193, 

V194, V195, V196, V197, V198, V199, 

V200, V201, V202 16

WVS2 16

WVS3 16

3.
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1 3 4 7
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43 2 4 WVS1 16 1

223 3 1.3 3
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1 1994 ISSP

 1 10 2 4
 2 I 2 ISSP C

2 3
 3 2 4

4 1994 ISSP

1 3

I94C42 15.39 13.37 17.89 24.29 

I94C29 24.56 16.28 18.51 20.83 

I94C22 29.26 18.45 21.24 25.11 

I94C8 31.70 26.89 28.52 29.92 

I94C4 32.56 28.58 30.02 32.20 

I94C21 33.12 24.29 27.56 30.46 

I94C10 33.30 19.27 21.56 23.85 

I94C43 33.81 25.80 28.73 31.29 

I94C26 34.58 25.90 27.84 30.55 

I94C32 34.84 25.10 26.39 29.98 

I94C27 35.31 25.53 27.58 30.01 

I94C6 35.41 28.16 29.99 31.05 

I94C24 35.54 28.01 29.66 31.27 

I94C31 36.05 25.55 27.80 29.17 

I94C19 36.10 24.78 27.23 29.85 

I94C44 36.25 29.49 32.72 35.41 

I94C11 36.28 20.80 24.02 26.03 

I94C5 36.46 27.71 28.88 30.36 

I94C20 36.47 24.71 27.77 31.83 

I94C12 37.31 27.37 29.39 32.03 

I94C30 37.39 21.35 24.32 27.55 

I94C9 37.41 25.13 27.19 28.40 

I94C7 37.46 27.22 28.49 29.84 

I94C33 37.62 20.89 22.85 24.99 

I94C14 37.99 23.09 24.52 26.14 

I94C25 38.61 26.67 29.62 31.76 

I94C23 38.84 28.43 30.27 32.63 

I94C31 39.61 26.99 28.51 32.99 

5 7
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2 1996 ISSP

5 1996 ISSP

1 3
I96C58 21.47 17.80 18.47 19.32 
I96C22 21.62 17.65 19.49 22.18 
I96C28 22.24 17.57 18.92 21.15 
I96C27 22.32 19.76 21.34 23.11 
I96C30 22.96 18.12 19.48 21.27 
I96C31 23.08 22.08 23.22 26.44 
I96C25 23.35 19.69 20.61 22.22 
I96C32 23.40 21.37 23.14 24.60 
I96C46 23.63 25.24 27.59 29.29 
I96C59 23.88 18.06 19.06 22.55 
I96C19 25.01 21.98 24.90 26.72 
I96C33 25.62 21.72 23.29 25.40 
I96C29 25.69 23.36 24.07 25.49 
I96C23 25.74 25.00 27.10 29.82 
I96C26 25.91 16.46 18.37 20.56 
I96C20 26.05 17.78 20.36 23.66 
I96C34 26.54 19.94 22.84 26.14 
I96C24 28.52 27.37 28.55 30.18 
I96C18 28.84 24.40 26.69 29.53 
I96C21 28.97 24.72 26.61 28.13 
I96C49 30.11 25.81 26.62 27.65 
I96C53 30.35 25.00 26.18 27.07 
I96C17 31.33 27.59 28.64 30.19 
I96C50 31.42 23.35 26.31 27.85 
I96C54 31.46 25.00 25.85 26.93 
I96C35 31.95 20.89 24.02 27.17 
I96C52 32.08 24.15 26.02 27.63 
I96C57 32.56 25.20 27.05 29.95 
I96C51 33.30 23.98 25.62 28.61 
I96C47 33.47 26.63 28.26 30.75 
I96C16 35.57 27.15 29.97 32.07 
I96C48 36.55 24.50 26.04 27.69 
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3 1997 ISSP

6 1997 ISSP

1 3
I97C5 15.97 20.96 22.67 24.99 
I97C6 16.39 19.40 20.49 21.46 
I97C7 17.21 18.06 19.44 21.72 
I97C53 17.82 17.14 17.82 19.05 
I97C19 17.87 19.19 21.06 22.74 
I97C18 18.94 19.08 21.04 21.61 
I97C14 19.51 16.71 18.48 19.58 
I97C16 19.51 14.69 16.75 19.51 
I97C8 19.73 19.42 20.10 24.31 
I97C4 19.87 23.07 25.41 27.66 
I97C21 20.08 16.91 18.12 19.64 
I97C13 20.37 14.63 16.03 19.40 
I97C52 21.80 21.20 22.47 24.63 
I97C31 22.34 26.30 29.04 30.70 
I97C20 22.72 23.72 25.92 27.37 
I97C17 23.38 19.77 20.78 24.72 
I97C15 24.59 19.69 21.52 23.00 
I97C42 25.18 20.26 21.47 24.60 
I97C22 25.76 26.47 28.90 30.13 
I97C23 25.87 23.96 25.02 26.07 
I97C24 26.45 24.20 25.57 27.41 
I97C44 27.36 23.24 26.41 29.08 
I97C45 27.79 27.67 29.20 32.95 
I97C43 28.05 30.23 31.85 33.28 
I97C37 28.75 24.90 26.49 28.75 
I97C56 29.78 21.34 22.55 24.74 
I97C51 29.80 21.66 25.07 29.16 
I97C55 30.27 22.46 24.67 28.00 
I97C59 30.37 21.68 23.08 24.47 
I97C36 30.75 24.34 25.43 27.02 
I97C41 30.86 23.00 24.01 26.35 
I97C38 31.09 22.29 24.34 26.37 
I97C26 31.22 26.67 27.76 28.85 
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I97C11 31.39 27.62 28.81 30.98 
I97C50 31.86 27.99 30.70 32.68 
I97C35 33.74 26.49 28.47 30.39 
I97C10 33.94 25.54 27.08 31.00 
I97C40 33.97 24.04 25.93 28.25 
I97C25 34.12 24.90 27.27 31.13 
I97C58 37.48 27.57 28.88 32.45 
I97C9 38.20 27.40 29.95 31.40 
I97C57 38.85 29.49 30.62 33.43 
I97C39 39.08 21.29 26.74 31.34 

4 1 WVS 1981 1984

WVS1 1 WVS C

7 1 1981 1984

1 3
WVS1C194 11.82 21.10 24.65 27.04 
WVS1C195 12.22 13.38 14.32 18.28 
WVS1C193 13.40 17.90 20.02 22.12 
WVS1C196 15.76 11.43 15.45 17.84 
WVS1C192 16.65 13.23 16.96 22.20 
WVS1C123 18.04 18.53 19.50 21.39 
WVS1C198 18.26 20.28 23.53 25.57 
WVS1C65 18.88 17.50 18.88 20.75 
WVS1C64 20.86 21.57 22.82 24.76 
WVS1C66 21.27 20.98 21.30 22.31 
WVS1C197 21.59 22.96 27.35 30.06 
WVS1C199 23.21 25.50 27.63 29.49 
WVS1C202 23.82 19.73 22.88 25.64 
WVS1C190 26.50 26.47 29.16 30.87 
WVS1C200 26.67 25.62 26.92 29.46 
WVS1C201 30.03 28.80 30.06 31.49 
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9
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 V26  I96C26 
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ISSP96

 V58  I96C58 
 V9  I97C9 
 V56  I97C56 ISSP97
 V59  I97C59 

3.2

10 1994 1997 ISSP

4 WVS

1

WVS

WVS 3

1981 1997 17

1 19.94 2 19.71 3 20.70

WVS2 WVS3

ISSP

1993 1997 ISSP
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10

ISSP WVS 
‘93 ‘94 ‘95 ‘96 ‘97 ‘98 ‘81-‘84 ’89-‘93 ‘95-‘97

Argentina (AR)       21.02- 21.67- 23.68*
Armenia (AM)         25.58+
Australia (AU) 24.35- 26.92* 23.28-  25.98* 23.57*  22.71*
Austria (AT)  31.26+ 29.18+   25.98*  23.74*
Azerbaijan (AZ)         24.05*
Bangladesh (BD)     24.85*    14.25-
Belarus (BY)        25.97+ 24.50*
Belgium (BE)       22.62* 24.55+  
Bosnia Herzegovina(BA)         20.50-
Brazil (BR)        23.71* 26.21+
Bulgaria (BG) 29.05+ 30.82+ 30.08+ 24.51* 24.83* 27.85+  23.67* 24.61*
Canada (CA) 25.88* 26.34* 28.23* 24.97* 24.21* 26.43* 22.60* 22.51*
Chile (CL)      26.76+  22.18* 22.86*
China (CN)        18.18- 20.70-
Colombia (CO)         21.90-
Croatia (HR)         26.40+
Cyprus (CY)    21.97- 25.34* 24.47-    
Czech (CZ) 26.90+ 28.14* 28.25* 23.99* 25.14* 24.11-  24.16+  
Denmark (DK)     25.80+ 27.42+ 24.94+ 22.08*
Dominic republic (DO)         25.08+
Germany, East (DE-E) 27.15+ 25.58* 27.59* 24.04* 23.45- 25.91*  21.75* 25.79+
Germany, West (DE-W) 26.49* 28.33+ 28.83+ 24.71* 23.60- 26.19* 23.63* 23.35* 25.31+
Estonia (EE)        23.05* 23.43*
Finland (FI)       21.50* 23.34* 23.21*
France (FR)    27.40+ 25.51* 26.23* 25.60+ 24.58+  
Georgia (GE)         22.97*
Ghana (GH)         22.68*
Great Britain (GB) 25.66* 25.50* 27.21* 22.88- 24.16* 23.99- 23.66+ 21.62- 26.88+
Hungary (HU) 25.76* 28.43+ 26.48- 24.30* 24.70* 26.56* 21.15- 29.33+  
Iceland (IS)       21.45- 22.15*
India (IN)        18.91- 21.29-
Ireland (IE) 26.96+ 28.21+ 26.89* 23.92*  25.16* 20.52- 19.93-  
Israel (IL) 28.02+ 27.84*    30.85+    
Israel-Jew (IL-J)    25.03* 26.89+     
Israel-Arab (IL-A)    26.07+ 27.07+     
Italy (IT) 26.53* 28.12* 28.64* 26.60+ 26.44+ 26.48* 23.29* 23.16*
Japan  (JP) 26.46 34.62+ 29.50+ 27.66+ 26.75+ 25.43* 19.94- 19.71- 20.70-
Latvia (LV)   28.76* 23.72*  24.04-  25.50+ 24.26*
Lithuania (LT)        20.72- 23.79*
Macedonia (MK)       22.57*
Mexico (MX)       25.74+ 27.58+ 25.44+
Moldova (MD)       24.99+
Montenegro (YU-M)       23.36*
Netherlands (NL) 23.49- 24.50- 26.54-  23.51- 24.35- 23.90+ 23.38*
New Zealand (NZ) 25.88* 25.59* 27.09* 23.59* 22.98- 25.30*
Nigeria (NG)       22.15* 20.80-
Northern Ireland (N-IE) 24.66- 25.92*    25.00- 18.88- 19.39-
Norway (NO) 25.36* 25.39- 26.85* 22.45- 23.20- 24.48- 21.84* 22.02* 22.13-
Pakistan (PK)       17.74-
Peru (PE)       23.67*
Philippines (PH) 23.43- 22.36- 25.12- 22.01- 22.73- 26.29* 22.84*
Poland (PL) 24.73- 26.17* 26.45- 23.76* 24.22* 25.14* 21.61- 22.39*
Portugal (PT)     27.24+ 30.03+ 23.86*
Puerto Rico (PR)       21.71-
Romania (RO)       22.33*
Russia (RU) 27.47+ 25.31- 28.31* 25.57+ 27.79+ 26.59* 22.34* 23.76*
Serbia (YU-S)       23.37*
South Africa (ZA)       23.89+ 25.56+ 23.20*
South Korea (KR)       22.22* 22.55* 21.33-
Slovakia (SK)   29.49+   29.49+ 24.66+
Slovenia (SI) 25.03* 25.17- 26.83- 25.25+ 25.13* 26.71+ 24.73+ 26.82+
Spain (ES) 23.25- 26.72* 26.36- 23.58- 24.44* 27.09+ 23.47* 23.98+ 23.44*
Sweden (SE)  25.22- 29.96+ 24.33* 23.77* 25.76* 21.85* 22.57* 23.29*
Switzerland (CH)     22.59- 24.78- 23.52* 24.73*
Taiwan (TW)       20.64-
Turkey (TR)       20.49- 25.24+
Ukraine (UA)       24.62*
Uruguay (UY)       25.80+
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U.S.A. (US) 25.54 26.84* 27.30* 25.10* 24.40* 25.92* 21.58* 21.11- 20.82-
Venezuela (VE)       24.77+

 22 24 23 25 27 32 23 43 50 

Tambov
Tambov Andalusia Galicia Basque

 2 ISSP WVS International 
Organization for Standardization ISO3166 country codes

2
ISSP WVS

ISSP
ISO3166

ISO3166
 3 25% 1

25 4

4.

4.1

ISSP

13)
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4.2
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2

2001 32 2001 9 23

2
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Homogeneous Japanese? : A Critical Assessment with Secondary Analysis 

Ryogo MABUCHI 

Faculty of Sociology 

Nara University 

1500 Misasagi, Nara-shi, Nara, 631-8502, JAPAN 

Many feel that “Japanese are more homogenous than people of other nations,” and that “Japanese 

have a consensus.”  However, these views, termed the “Homogenous Japanese Hypothesis” in this paper, 

are often inferred from qualitative data culled from only a few cases.  Yet we know of no quantitative 

research analyzing the answers to comparable questions asked in large-scale international public opinion 

polls addressing these issues.   In this paper, data from the International Social Survey Program and 

World Value Surveys are analyzed, and the Homogenous Japanese Hypothesis is examined.  The results 

show that variances in opinions among Japanese are larger than expected and are even larger than those 

for people in other countries in several respects, including opinions on gender and family, the roles of 

government, and work orientations. 

Key words and phrases: Japanese studies, homogeneity, international comparison, secondary analysis 
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